
Prof Sharzad Houshmand Zadeh Muslim theologian, was born in Tehran and lives in Rome. Former 

professor of Islamic Studies at the Pontifical Gregorian University, invited professor of Islamic Studies at the 

Pontifical Theological Faculty Marianum; reader of Persian language and literature at Sapienza University. 

She is vice president of the Women's Council of the Pontifical Council for Culture and a member of the 

Council for Relations with Italian Islam of the Interior Ministry. She is a scientific consultant of the Focolare 

Interreligious Dialogue Center and a member of the Steering Committee of the Interconfessional Center for 

Peace, co-president of the Italian Religions for Peace Organization, president of the Women for Dignity 

association, co-president of the Karol Wojtiła association. After studying in the secular and traditional 

Center of Shiite Islam in the Holy City of Qom, she specialized in Islamic Theology at the University of 

Tehran, then graduated in Religious Sciences at the Pontifical University of Southern Italy. In 1999, Licentiate 

in Christian Fundamental Theology at the Pontifical Lateran University. She is on the Management 

Committee of Donne Chiesa Mondo dell'Osservatore Romano 


